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Module outline
This module will combine contemporary theories and debates on the condition of urban life in a global
city with virtual ethnographic, street level perspective experienced and then conceptualized by
students. The idea is to continuously relate theories from urban anthropology, sociology and urban
studies with dynamic reality ‘out-there’ directly confronted by students. The aim of the module is to
generate discussions on the interplay between culture and structure, economy and society, urban
landscape and human behaviour using phenomena, data, images, observations gathered by students
during virtual fieldtrips, which are the integral part of the teaching tool.
London is undoubtedly one of the global cities that offer a unique experience of social diversity. For
many international students life in London is part of their education trajectory per se and this module
aims at introducing this assumption through a study exploring various aspects and trends in
contemporary global city.
Learning outcomes
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

be familiar with various aspects of contemporary social life in London beyond mere visitor’s
gaze
critically reflect on various theoretical debates within urban studies
reflect on various methodological, ethical and political aspects of urban ethnography
apply their critical reflections in their own interpretations of social life of London
familiarize themselves with various qualitative methods of urban research like interviews,
visual ethnography, participant observation, discourse analysis, auto-ethnography
be aware of effective writing strategies

Teaching and learning methods:
Online lectures and seminars plus ethnographic de-briefing
Virtual field trips undertaken in the student’s own time
Drop-in hours and group discussions
Main themes of the module:
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction to urban theory and research methods
Art and the city
City, capitalism and urban inequalities
Social resistance and urban politics
Super-diversity, migration and the city

Assessment
Ethnographic essay – 3000 words 100% of the entire mark
The essay needs to demonstrate:
-

Familiarity with theoretical concepts and debates relating to particular urban issues
Ability to relate these concepts to real life phenomena and empirical data gathered during
fieldtrip and through independent research
Independent thinking and ability to form and express own interpretations over the issue
Ability to express oneself in a clear and cohesive manner
Ability to reference work properly (using Harvard)
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