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Despite much public and media attention that is given to the United Nations
Organization, the immense and varied day-by-day work of the UN around the world is little
known. The UN's role in political or security dramas, or in health or refugee crises, may bring
it into the headlines, but the UN System is vastly broader in scope. To give only a few
examples, the UN System's more than 50 agencies, forums, commissions, programmes and
other entities have significant responsibilities in promoting children's rights, the law of the
sea, the education of girls, trade and development, civil aviation standards, more habitable
cities, and of course the Sustainable Development Goals with a perspective until 2030.
From its early days the United Nations System has had an ever-growing partnership with
NGOs and Civil Society Organizations, building on shared values enshrined in the UN
Charter and in the ideals and ethics of Civil Society. Again just a few illustrations are found
in the defence and promotion of human rights, responses to humanitarian needs, rescuing and
rehabilitating war victims, promoting democracy and accountability, fostering the rule of law,
combatting trafficking and corruption, seeking disarmament and peace.
The 2018 Course will trace the 70-year history of these shared ideals and values, their ups
and downs, the obstacles and achievements along the way, with reference to some of the
leaders whose vision and drive have made a real difference. The Course will provide building
blocks for a discussion of the opportunities that are opening up for the shared futures of the
UN and Civil Society, whose cooperation and interaction must further intensify to meet the
needs and challenges of today's and tomorrow's world.
The Course can also provide ideas and pointers to students wondering whether, and how, they
might embark on an international career.
Sessions will follow the United Nations System chart which is attached below and roles of
each organization & office will be discussed:

