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GLOBAL MIGRATION: ORIGINS, CRISIS, SOLUTIONS 

 

A course in history, politics, global affairs 

 

    
 

General Introduction 

 
This course examines global migration; one of the most important issues of our time. By way of 

lecture, graph-work/analysis, readings, papers, and peer research/presentation, students will be 

exposed to population flows through the ages, as well as participate in a targeted investigation of 

the current era: where and why this phenomenon has increased; the human story behind the issue; 

the strain on receiving countries' resources and cultural integrity, and finally the migration 

change-agent for host countries’ socio-political-economic milieux. This course is geared towards 

students who are interested in pursuing professions in history, international politics, cultural 

studies, or international law.   

 

Students will be evaluated based on: 

 

- Class attendance and participation attendance is compulsory (5% of total grade); 

- Research paper (45% of total grade); 

- Group research/presentation module (50% of total grade).  

 

 

Required Reading  

Schiller, Nina Glick. “A global perspective on transnational migration: Theorising 

migration without methodological nationalism” (Chapter) Diaspora and 

Transnationalism: Concepts, Theories and Methods, 2010. 



Audebert, Cedric and Mohamed Kamel Dorai. “International migration in the twenty-first 

century: towards new research perspectives” (Chapter). Migration in a Globalized World: 

New Research Issues and Prospects, 2010. 

Geddes, Andrew. “The European Union’s international-migration relations towards 

Middle Eastern and North African countries.” (Chapter). Migration from the Middle East 

and North Africa to Europe: Past Developments, Current Status, and Future Potentials, 

2014. 

Koser, Khalid and Marie McAuliffe. “13 Conclusions,” (Chapter). A Long Way To Go: 

Irregular Migration Patterns, Processes, Drivers, and Decision Making, 2017.  

Duvell, Franck. “Transit Migrations in the European Migration Spaces: Politics, 

Determinants and Dynamics.” (Chapter).  Migration in Europe, 2014.  

Slany, Krystyna.  “Family relations and gender equality in the context of migration.” 

(Chapter). The Impact of Migration on Poland: EU Mobility and Social Change, 2018. 

Kremer, Monique, Erik Schrijvers, and Jan Willem Holtslag.  “How to Make Migration 

Work.” (Chapter). The Future of Labour Migration in the European Union, 2013. 

Suksomboon, Panitee.  “Cross-border marriage as a migration strategy: Thai women in 

the Netherlands.” (Chapter). Gender, Generations and the Family in International 

Migration, 2011. 

Hugo, Graeme, George Tan, and Caven Jonathan Napitipulu. “Indonesia as a transit 

country in irregular migration to Australia.” (Chapter). A Long Way to Go: Irregular 

Migration Patterns, Processes, Drivers and Decision-making, 2017. 

Loschmann, Craig and Katie Kuschminder. “The root causes of movement: Exploring the 

determinants of irregular migration from Afghanistan.” (Chapter). A Long Way to Go: 

Irregular Migration Patterns, Processes, Drivers and Decision-making, 2017. 

Kaczmarczyk, Pawel, Magdalena Lesinska, and Marek Okolski. “Shifting migration 

flows and integration policies in Europe: An Overview.” (Chapter). Migration and 

Integration in Europe, Southeast Asia, and Australia, 2015. 

Fassman, Heinz. “Estimating migration potential: Egypt, Morocco and Turkey.” 

(Chapter). Migration from the Middle East and North Africa to Europe: Past 

Developments, Current Status and Future Potentials, 2014.  

Maull, Hanns W. “Global Disorder,” International Relations, Vol. 16, No. 63 (2019): 3-

12. 

Kohler, Manfred. “Austrian Public Opinion in the “Refugee Crisis.” (Chapter). Migration 

in Austria, 2017. 



McAuliffe, Marie. “Seeking the views of irregular migrants: Decision-making, drivers 

and migration journeys.” (Chapter). A Long Way to Go: Irregular Migration Patterns, 

Processes, Drivers and Decision-making, 2017. 

 

** All readings are available on-line, academic open-access; as well as on Sunlearn: 

learn.sun.ac.za 

 

 

Program 

 

Please note that the lectures/discussions will proceed on the assumption that you have 

read the assigned readings before the start of the course. 

 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

Skill sets: 

• Think historically about the present as a product of past decisions and events. 

• Think critically about the current era by evaluating the past. 

• Posit and defend scholarly arguments for course assignments. 

• Read analytically, write and present coherently through paper assignments and 

presentations that emphasize the structure and logic of effective academic 

thinking. 

 Content: 

• Become familiarized with key historical events in human migration. 

• Learn about the cultural, religious, economic and political intricacies that inform 

modern migration. 

• Learn to describe the dynamics of the current global migration crisis —both in 

terms of oral presentation and in scholarly writing. 

 

Course Schedule 

 

Normal schedule (except for the first day is) 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, with one-hour lunch 

break at noon. 

 

Attendance and Participation in Lecture is Mandatory (5% of total grade) 

 

 



DAY ONE: Introduction to Course/Expectations/Assignments: Lecture series, 

readings, paper, group research/presentation module, top-up 

assignment. 

 

Lecture and Discussion – Human Migration: A Global History 

 

  

DAY TWO: Lecture and Discussion - Modern Migration: The Past Twenty-

Five Years: Where, Why, How? 

  

 

DAY THREE:  Modern Migration: The Human Story 

 

   Discuss Paper Strategies 

    

   Research/Presentation Module (small group work)  

 

 

DAY FOUR: Modern Migration: Host Country Challenges and the Phenomenon 

as a Change Agent: Culturally, Politically, Economically  

 

 

DAY FIVE:  Small Group Research/Presentations – Class Discussion 

 

 

Paper Assignment 

 
**Research paper (45% of total grade) 

 

**Due no more than five working days after the conclusion of course and sent 

electronically to: 

 

Robin.hardy@montana.edu 

 

**Short, no more than seven pages: double spaced, 12 pt. font, 1-inch margins, with 

additional bibliography page.  All facts must be properly cited, in-text parenthetical 

references will be accepted that include: author, text, publication date, and page 

numbers. 

 

** Text: All written assignments must be uploaded onto Turnitin.com and must adhere to 

the highest standards of grammar, and academic integrity with regard to plagiarism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Robin.hardy@montana.edu


PROMPT:  

 

Describe at least two host countries’ response to major migrant groups (pay attention to 

socio-political-economic policies toward migrants).  Is the host country response 

sustainable: why and why not? 

 

 

Group Research/Presentation Module 

 
**Group research/presentation module (50% of total grade)  

 

ASSIGNMENT: 

 

Your small group has been assigned a particular migrant population. What are the primary 

reasons for emigration (pay attention to religious, political, economic, and social concerns of 

migrants)? Where are most of these migrants going (the major destinations)?  Why?  

Characterize the host country response to this migrant population (pay attention to economic, 

social, political, and religious concerns, programs, issues).     

 

 

Top-Up Assignment 

 

For those doing the top-up (3 credit) option:  Prepare an additional 5-7 page paper (with 

the same writing and submission standards above-stated) comparing and contrasting the 

migration of two disparate groups.  Pay attention to reason for emigration, transit routes 

and challenges, receiving country programs, challenges, concerns.  

 

 

 

 
 

 


