
Course Title: Buddhist Philosophy
Course Number and credits: 101 class level. 45 Contact Hours, 3 credits.
Class days, times, location: To be decided
Instructor name:Dr. Somwang

Course Description:This course is an introduction to a wide range of the Buddhist ideas and
practices that have developed within the diverse regions of South, Central, and East Asia. The
course covers a wide range of Buddhist traditions: Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana, Chan/Zen,
Pure Land Buddhism, etc. The course will address several areas of Buddhist Philosophy such as
social, political, religious vs. non-religious, "who am I?", Buddhist Thought and Psychology.

Course Objectives: 1. The goals of this course are to promote:
(a) Familiarity with the teachings of Siddhartha Gautama (The Buddha) and the philosophy he
taught.
(b) Critical reasoning and reflection while considering a variety of ethical, philosophical, and religious
issues.
2. The objectives of this course are for students to develop their ability and skills in:
(a) Understanding texts by accurately and fully describing concepts from a non-legalistic view as well
as being able to get past semantics due to language translation, e.g. “grotesque mime” can very
easily be over interpreted and over thought.
(b) Reasoning about ideas by: evaluating the content, structure, and strategies of Buddhist works
and applying concepts and arguments to contemporary issues and their own lives.
(c) Collaborating with other students, and presenting and supporting their ideas in public through
class participation. There will also be interaction with Buddhist Monks, and possibly other guest
speakers and class guests.
3. Give students the opportunity to try meditation in a Buddhist temple setting for a period of twenty-
four hours or more (this is voluntary, not mandatory).

Expected Student Outcomes:Deeper understanding of Buddhist philosophy as opposed to
Buddhist religion; to develop skills in reading and interpreting texts and diverse opinions; being able
to maturely and clearly express one’s opinion along with supporting information and evidence;
extend comfort level when giving presentation and speaking in front of a group and to a diverse
audience, as well as interacting with guests and experts from a variety of fields and backgrounds;
building ability to take the learned material and concepts and to apply and adapt it to one’s own life
and way of living.

Required Reading:
Text : TBD

Additional Required Reading:  TBD

Field trip: In addition to the regularly scheduled classes there will be one REQUIRED COURSE
RELATED FIELD TRIP during the semester.This off-campus experience will take place on one
afternoon after class or on a Saturday.

Course grade based upon:

1. Exams/Quizzes (weight(s):Midterm (30%) and Final Exam (30%) (total 60% of final grade) –
No make-up exams, repeat exams or changes to exam dates are allowed. Please plan
accordingly



2. Class Attendance and Participation: Class attendance is not rewarded, however multiple
class absences will be questioned and additional work may be assigned. Generally, one absence
may be excused with serious, legitimate, documented reasons; additional absences will result in the
loss of two points from the final grade.

3. Term papers: :Four papers, two before midterm and two after midterm (10% each for a total
of 40% of the final grade) – Details to be given in class.

Grading Scale

A = 93 or above C+ = 76 - 79
A- = 90 - 92 C = 73 - 75
B+ = 86 - 89 C- = 70 - 72
B = 83 - 85 D+ = 66 - 69
B- = 80 - 82 D = 63 - 67

D- = 60 - 62
F = less than 60

Attendance Policy: Attendance is required. Only one excused absence is allowed (only with
documented, serious reason). Any absences will result in the loss of 2 points from the final
course grade. Students are responsible for any work missed in class and for turning in any
assignments on the correct due date. The professor reserves the right not to accept any late
assignments or to lower the grade significantly.
No exams or presentations can be postponed or made up. Please make sure you are present to
complete all work and take all exams as scheduled.
Being late or leaving class early can result in the loss of points from the final grade. Please return
promptly from any class breaks. Any disruptive behavior may lead to the student’s removal from the
classroom and/or course, at the discretion of the professor and program director

Accommodation for students with disabilities:

If you anticipate barriers related to the format or requirements of this course due to a disability, you
should meet with the instructor to discuss ways to ensure full participation. If disability-related
accommodations are necessary, please notify the instructor and the CIS coordinator with
documentation of your eligibility for reasonable accommodations.

Academic Honesty Policy: Plagiarism, cheating, submitting work of another person or work
previously used for other courses, and other forms of academic dishonesty will lead to lowered
course grades, failure of the course or more severe measures, depending on judgments of the
gravity of the individual case.

Instructional Rationale
Assignments are intended for students to reflect on what they have read and learned also to
encourage them to develop their skills in reasoning, and reflect on philosophical issues in different
contexts and from a variety of perspectives. It is better to do this directly than it is to use unreliable
sources on the Internet and poorly written books by authors with no personal real life Buddhist
experience. Writing assignments should come from personal experience and personal reflection.
If students need help I am available anytime except during scheduled classes, students come first in



my department even on weekends or holidays!
Required Texts for Buddhist Philosophy are provided at no cost to the students and will be posted on
my website; all books are down-loadable in PDF format; texts may be read on a tablet, mobile
phone, computer or printed in the CMU copy shop at a very reasonable cost. There are additional
resources and books provided on the website at no charge for students that wish to learn more.
Additional materials may be distributed in class.
Field trips/ visits may be scheduled according to availability and weather.
*Topics and assignments may vary. Additional assignments or evaluations may be required at
discretion of professor.

Other:Please no food or drinks in the classroom unless otherwise confirmed.
No filming or recording of the classes allowed without the written consent of all present.

Student Responsibility:Students are responsible to confirm all assignments are received by their
instructor. This includes assignments submitted electronically or left on the instructor's desk or
mailbox when the instructor is not present. If you cannot reach the professor, send questions to
Chiang Mai office at kkrith@hotmail.com.


