
ENGL 408H/ENGL 408 Shakespeare and Company 

University of Roehampton, London 

Professor: Janet Morgan Haavisto, Ph.D. 

Course Description: A study of Shakespeare as poet and playwright; an examination of his plays in performance 

as well as in literary context. The plays chosen will vary from year to year but will usually include a mixture of 

early and late works through a sampling of comedies, histories and tragedies. In our course on Shakespeare, we 

will read and discuss plays and excerpts of plays plus samplings of his sonnets. In addition, we will read and 

discuss works from other British and Irish authors. 

Bring your laptop.  We will do a fair amount of work online.  I have purposely used mostly materials that can be 

accessed online so that you will not have to pack a number of books, thus increasing the weight of your luggage. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Being on email, Facebook, or sites to make 

your travel plans when you are supposed to be focusing on class work 

will constitute an absence for the class period, thus lowering your 

participation grade. 

 

Texts: We will enjoy the full texts or excerpts from the following Shakespeare plays. 

The First Folio Curriculum Guide http://www.shakespearetheatre.org/_pdf/first_folio/h41firstfolio.pdf  

Twelfth Night http://shakespeare.mit.edu/twelfth_night/index.html 

Macbeth http://shakespeare.mit.edu/macbeth/index.html 

Hamlet http://shakespeare.mit.edu/hamlet/full.html  

Antony and Cleopatra http://shakespeare.mit.edu/cleopatra/  We will see this play at Shakespeare’s Globe 

theatre.  This is the one play I would like for you to bring a hard copy of or print off from the internet. 

If you choose to buy hard copies of the plays, I recommend the editions published by the Folger Shakespeare 

Library.  

Henry V: We will view parts of the Kenneth Branagh film. 

 Taming of the Shrew: We will view this play in class.  

Sonnets: http://shakespeare.mit.edu/Poetry/sonnets.html 

Students will pair up and present one or two of the following sonnets to the class. 

Sonnet 18 “Shall I compare thee to a summer's day? 

 Sonnet 29 “When, in disgrace with fortune and men's eyes,” 

 Sonnet 60 “Like as the waves make towards the pebbled shore,”  

Sonnet 73 “That time of year thou mayst in me behold” 

http://shakespeare.mit.edu/macbeth/index.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/hamlet/full.html
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/cleopatra/
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/Poetry/sonnets.html


 Sonnet 94 “They that have power to hurt and will do none,” 

Sonnet 97 “How like a winter hath my absence been” 

Sonnet 116 “Let me not to the marriage of true minds” 

Sonnet 129 “The expense of spirit in a waste of shame” 

Sonnet 130 “My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun;” 

Sonnet 138 “When my love swears that she is made of truth,” 

Sonnet 146 “Poor soul, the centre of my sinful earth,” 

Other works as assigned. We will sample works from other British writers, including the following, among 

others. 

 Dylan Thomas http://www.poemhunter.com/dylan-thomas/poems/page-2/ “Do Not Go Gentle into that 

Good Night”  

Matthew Arnold 

Emily Brontë 

Charlotte Brontë 

Robert Browning 

Robert Burns 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Charles Dickens 

Arthur Conan Doyle 

Wilfred Owen 

Sir Walter Scott 

Sir Richard Steele  

William Wordsworth 

Course Procedures: 

 Discussions of the readings, the sites, and of our impressions will allow us to analyze the works and the 

UK that Shakespeare and his characters reveal to us.  

 

 Journal entries based on specific prompts will allow you to sort out what you read, learn, experience, 

think.  

 

 

 You will write short papers, the subjects of which you will be given.  They will be due after our 

time in the British Isles has ended—no later than August 10. 
 

 You will have assignments at each of our field trip sites, often to be incorporated into your 

journal.  
 

 

 By August 10, you will need to turn in your major project.  We will discuss the options. 

 

Grading: 

  Grading:  25 points each 

 



 Final Project—including insight; organization; proper documentation of primary and secondary 

sources; accurate spelling, grammar, and syntax; depth of research; on-time submission; etc.  

 

 Short Essays-- including insight; organization; proper documentation of primary and secondary 

sources; accurate spelling, grammar, and syntax; depth of research; on-time submission; etc.  

 

 

 Journal entries/Excursion Assignments—including insight and thoughtfulness, quality of entries, on-

time submissions of entries when requested, response to the prompts (as opposed to writing entries 

that fail to address the issues in the prompts), quality of writing (itemized above under paper) 

 

 Participation —including  ATTENDANCE, evidence of preparation by having read assignments, 

insight, interest in discussions, civility (not participating in side conversations during group 

discussions, politeness to fellow discussants, etc.). and attending excursions (complete with 

noticeable effort to glean understanding and insight from what you experience)   

 


