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EXPERIENCING HISTORY IS:
USIL HANDS-ON COMPONENT

USIL believes that acquiring knowledge 
through hands-on experiences is 
essential.

The Cusco program is designed for 
international students to participate in 
enriching experiences in our courses, 
which are a combination of theory and 
activities geared towards significant 
learning.

USIL COURSE ACTIVITIES

Every USIL course includes activities related to 
local life, such as:

VISITS DURING THE INCA ARCHITECTURE COURSE:

· Colonial Houses: You will see how they have 
been restored.

· Inca Museum: You will see the legacy of Pre-
Inca cultures in the city.

· Pachacutec Museum: You will understand 
the importance of the person responsible 
for the design of the Tahuantinsuyo.

· Casa Concha Museum: You will learn the 
importance of Yale University’s  participation 
in the exploration of Machu Picchu.

· Plaza de Armas/Town Square: You will see 
the design of the city of Cusco,whose center 
is the Hawkaypata.

·	 Historic	Center	Office	at	Cusco	City	Hall:	You 
will learn about actions taken to protect the 
historic center.

· Koricancha: You will see the Inca Empire’s 
most important religious structure.

· Poroy – Inca Trail from Chinchaysuyu to 
Hawkaypata.

“Create a meaningful 
experience and the 
learning will follow” 
-Gever Tulley

Cusco

Peru
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LANGUAGE PROGRAMS

Beginning Spanish
4 Credits
Taught In: Spanish

This course enables students to develop 
basic communication skills in Spanish. 
Students will develop listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills in a Spanish-
speaking environment.

Pre-Intermediate Spanish
4 Credits
Taught In: Spanish

This course enables students to develop 
communication skills in Spanish, according 
to their level of knowledge of the language. 
Students will improve their listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills in a 
Spanish-speaking environment.

Intermediate Spanish
4 Credits
Taught In: Spanish

This course enables students to develop 
communication skills in Spanish, according 
to their level of knowledge of the language. 
Students will improve their listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills in a 
Spanish-speaking environment.
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Advanced Spanish
4 Credits
Taught In: Spanish

This course enables students to develop 
communication skills in Spanish, according 
to their level of knowledge of the language. 
Students will improve their listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills in a 
Spanish-speaking environment.

Quechua Language
4 Credits
Taught In: Quechua

Practical course in which students 
simulate real conversation with native 
speakers, enabling them to learn basic 
Quechua (reading, writing, speaking and 
listening skills, focusing on basic grammar 
and vocabulary).

Cusco

Peru



BUSINESS PROGRAMS

Business in Peru and Latin America
4 Credits
Taught In: English

This course gives students a better 
understanding of the economic 
environment for investing, trading, and 
importing in Peru and Latin America. It 
also provides knowledge on economics, 
marketing, trade opportunities, and free 
trade agreements in the context of doing 
business in Latin America.

International Trade: Imports and Exports
4 Credits
Taught In: Spanish

The purpose of this theory and practical 
course is to allow the student to 
understand and recognize different 
production, commercial, cultural and social 
factors and how they interact in a dynamic, 
globalized world. The student will learn to 
identify the various commercial barriers at 
the international level and to understand 
the significance of a free market economy 
in order to analyze various related 
issues, for the purpose of making sound 
investment decisions in foreign markets.

USIL International Center 

for Studies and Research

Cusco

Peru
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MARKETING PROGRAMS

Photography
3 Credits
Taught In: English

Theory and practical course, whose 
purpose is to present a general 
perspective of the photographic 
production process, the study of visual 
treatment, lighting and mastery of 
digital photography resources. By the 
end of the course, the student will be 
able to recognize the basic elements of 
color and black and white photography, 
as well asknow how to hold a digital 
camera using the principal elements of 
conceptualization.

Art & Design I
3 Credits
Taught In: English

The course gives students a unique 
opportunity to experience cultural 
immersion and develop their personal 
artistic creativity. Along with lectures on 
the art history of Cusco and the diversity 
of art forms in the contemporary world, 
they participate in a number of field trips to 
museums, churches, art studios, cultural 
institutions, art galleries and fairs. By the 
end of the course, they will have completed 
individual or group art projects based on 
new experience gained in Cusco.
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HUMANITIES PROGRAMS

Introduction to Communication
4 Credits
Taught In: Spanish

This theory and practical course provides 
an overview of the different types of mass 
media through dynamic, continuous 
practice. By the end of the course, 
students gain a good understanding of the 
role of a communicator in companies and 
institutions.

Latin American Literature
(for Advanced Spanish students)
3 Credits
Taught In: Spanish

In this theory and practical course, 
students develop critical reading skills 
and an appreciation of Latin American 
Literaturethrough detailed analysis of 
poetry and novels.

Written Communication
4 Credits
Taught In: Spanish

Course in which students learn to write 
coherently in Spanish. They learn the 
fundamentals of text production,writing 
strategies, coherence in linguistic texts 
and thegrammar rules of the language.
Literaturethrough detailed analysis of 
poetry and novels.

Intercultural Communication
4 Credits
Taught In: Spanish

Theory and practice course that 
introduces students to knowledge of 
intercultural communication.By the end of 
the course, studentsare able to analyze 
and appreciate their own identity and 
produce texts that work effectively 
across cultural differences.

AIM Overseas Program

History of Inca Civilization

Cusco

Peru



HUMANITIES PROGRAMS

Contemporary Peruvian Society and Culture
3 Credits
Taught In: English

The purpose of this course is to present 
the historical transformation of Peruvian 
society. The course covers Andean, 
Occidental, African and Amazonian 
traditions in Peru. By the end of the course, 
students have a better understanding of 
Peruvian history from the time the country 
gained its independence through the 
present.

History of the Inca Civilization
3 Credits
Taught In: English

In this course, students learn about 
the most important and powerful 
ancient South American civilization: the 
Incas. It covers key aspects of their 
political development, economy, art and 
technology, as well as their history and the 
techniquesthat enabled them to become 
the leaders of the central Andean region. 
The course also includes visits to Inca 
archaeological sites.

It should be noted that classes are held at 
the USIL International Center in Cusco, an 
architectural jewel from Inca times, located 
in the heart of the city.

Casa Don Ignacio

Cusco

Peru



NUTRITION PROGRAM

Andean Nutrition
3 Credits
Taught In: English

The purpose of this theory and practical 
course is to introduce students to the 
nutritional value of Andean agriculture. We 
will analyze local nutrition and how Andean 
agriculture influences the world’s food supply.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM

Biodiversity of Peru
3 Credits
Taught In: English

This is a theory and practical course 
which focuses on analysis and 
appreciation the components of 
biodiversity. By the end of the course, 
the student will be familiar with concepts 
related to biodiversity, its components 
and its conservation and identify its 
potential. The theory part of the course 
will be complemented by field trips.
 

ARCHITECTURE PROGRAM

Inca Architecture
3 Credits
Taught In: English

In this course, students study quantitative 
and qualitative aspects of the evolution 
of architecture and urban planning in 
the Andes Mountains of South America. It 
also covers conceptual concepts of the 
geography and environment of the area 
in which the Incas lived and how they 
influenced Inca architecture.

AIM Overseas Program

Biodiversity in Peru

Cusco

Peru
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TOURISM ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM

Sustainable Tourism

The tourism industry is a major player in 
the world economy and, more recently, in 
the Peruvian economy. This course gives 
students a better understandingof the 
pros and cons of the tourism industry, 
using real life situations involving protected 
areas, local community involvement 
and politics. At the end of the semester, 
students will propose a sustainable 
solution for a current problem.

HEALTH PROGRAM 

Medical Healing in Ancient Civilizations

Peruvian pre-Hispanic civilization’s 
medicine left us highly valuable healing 
techniques. This course analyzes those 
techniques and their influence on 
modern times, placing emphasis on the 
characteristics of our spiritual ancestors, 
to whom theirstrong connection with the 
earth and ancestral medicine were very 
important
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VOLUNTEERING
PROGRAMS
JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT

USIL INTERNATIONAL CENTER 
FOR STUDIES AND RESEARCH - CUSCO 

CCOCHAHUASI ANIMAL SANCTUARY 

CUSCO CITY HALL
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VOLUNTEERING PROGRAMS

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT:
VOLUNTEERING 
IN THE COMPANY PROGRAM
Minimum 4 months: 
August-November

What will I do as a volunteer?
• Follow-up/monitoring of the 

development of business plans by 
adolescents participating in the 
program (The Company)

• Organization of project fair
• Field work, individual interviews

Schedule
2-3 hours a day,, Monday-Friday 
(depending on the school’s schedule)

Requirements
• At least 18 years of age
• Currently enrolled in Bachelor’s or 

Master’s degree program.
• Some knowledge of BUSINESS / 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP / ECONOMICS
• Interest in social program development
• Ability to be creative with limited 

resources
• Hard working, ready to do anything!
• Intermediate Spanish

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT:
VOLUNTEER TEACHING 
AT A HIGH SCHOOL
5 to 7 weeks: March-July 
or August-September

What will I do as a volunteer??
• Teach courses related to business and 

entrepreneurship to secondary school 
students

• You will receive prior training beforehand

Schedule
2-3 hours a week,, Monday-Friday 
(depending on the school’s schedule)

Requirements
• At least 18 years of age
• Currently enrolled in Bachelor’s or 

Master’s degree program.
• Some knowledge of BUSINESS / 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP / ECONOMICS
• Some teaching experience  (not 

essential)
• Hard working, ready to do anything!
• Intermediate Spanish 
• Enrollment in Spanish course

INTERNATIONAL CENTER 
FOR STUDIES AND RESEARCH – CUSCO
4 weeks (Summer), 
3 months (Semester)

What will I do as a volunteer??
• Help out at the Cusco International 

Center
• Social network follow-up and content 

generation
• Administrative support for international 

students
• Help organize extracurricular activities 

for international students
• Help out with cultural activities

Schedule
2-3 hours a week, Monday-Friday 
(available year round)

Requirements
• At least 18 years of age
• Currently enrolled in Bachelor’s or 

Master’s degree program
• Intermediate knowledge of Microsoft 

Office
• Interest in international relations 
• Hard working, ready to do anything!
• Basic Spanish



VOLUNTEERING PROGRAMS

CCOCHAHUASI ANIMAL SANCTUARY

Minimum 2 weeks 
(available all year round)

What will I do as a volunteer??
• Care for animals at the sanctuary.
• Clean animal enclosures. 
• Care for wild animals (condor/alpaca/

vicuna/spectacled bear).
• Lead tours for visitors. 
• Participate in forestation activities. 
• Participate in campaign to clean up the 

Quesermayo River, which runs through 
the sanctuary.

Schedule
5 hours per day/ 2 times a week,
Monday–Sunday

Requirements
• At least 18 years of age.
• Currently enrolled in Bachelor’s or 

Master’s degree program.
• Ability to work under pressure.
• Leadership skills.
• Teamwork.
• IMPORTANT: Must love animals!
• Hard working, ready to do anything!
• Basic Spanish.

CUSCO-CITY HALL

Inquire about availability

Schedule
3-4 hours/day, Monday-Friday 
(9:00 am to 04:00 pm)

Requirements
• At least 18 years of age.
• Currently enrolled in Bachelor’s or 

Master’s degree program.
• Ability to be creative with limited 

resources.
• Hard working, ready to do anything!
• Intermediate Spanish.

Project 1: Status Report on the Historic Center 
of Cusco
• Major: Tourism/Hospitality/Architecture/

History

Project 2: Urban Parameters of the Historic 
Centers of San Sebastian and San Jeronimo
• Major: Architecture

Project 3: Quality of Services in the Historic 
Center of Cusco
• Major: Tourism/Hospitality/Architecture/

History

Project 4: Campaign to Raise Awareness and 
Preserve the Cultural Heritage of Cusco
• Major: Humanities


