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Title:  The World’s Game: A study of the role of Football in Barcelona.  
 
Description:  This course focuses on the various aspects of the relationship between 
football and society in Spain. Students discover the reputation and impact football has 
on Spanish society as well as the influence society has on the sport. Participants study 
the historical development of the sport and how it came to be known as the “World’s 
Game.” Through guest speakers, a visit to Camp Nou, analysis of the marketing 
strategies of MLS Teams from around the world, and research students will examine the 
ways in which football is internationally marketed and managed. Real life examples 
using FC Barca and the U.S. Soccer Federation will be discussed and analyzed.  
 
 
Language of   
Instruction:   English 
 
Total hours:  45 hours  
 
Credits:    3 credits 
 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
The course will use a combination of guided lectures, classroom interaction, student 
presentations and tours of the city. 
 
Evaluation: 
 
Attendance to classes and field trips is mandatory; poor attendance will affect the 
final grade of the student as well as the everyday participation grade. 
 
The final grade consists of four different parts: class participation, a midterm 
written exam, a final written exam, and a final project. The breakdown of grades is 
made up as follows: 
 
20 %  Class participation (classroom interaction, field studies, journal, and 

attendance)  
40%  Final written exam/essay 
40% Final project (20% Written paper, 20% class presentation) 
 
Attendance Policy: 
 
Students are allowed ONE AND A HALF DAY absences throughout the course 
without penalty.  Starting with the SECOND absence, the student’s FINAL GRADE 
will be lowered by a fraction of a letter (1/3 of a letter grade).  For example, if a 
student has 2 absences and a final grade of B+, the grade will be lowered to a B, if 
3 absences the grade is lowered to B-.  

 
There are NO excused absences. If a student misses class because s/he is sick, that 
counts as one of the allowed absences. No excused absences and no excuses. 
 
Quizzes, exams and participation points that are missed because of an absence 
cannot be recuperated.  
 
 
Class participation 
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Active class participation includes coming to class prepared, having read the 
material for that day, answering questions from the professor, asking questions and 
engaging in group activities. Students are encouraged to express their opinions in 
class with the professor and the other students.  
 
Final project: 
 
 
The final project will be graded in two separated parts.  
First one will consist of an Oral Exposition in Group. In this exposition students will 
be able to use Power Point, clips and other interactive materials. 
Second part will be a paper about the same topic exposed in class with a minimum 
length of 10 pages per person (around 7500 words) including quotations and 
references. 
 
 
Exam:  
 
The final exams may contain a mix of multiple choice, short answer and essay 
questions aimed to test the students’ full comprehension of facts and the ability to 
argue his/her opinions based on class material.  
 
 
Content and daily schedule: 

Session 
and 
Date 

Topic Class Activity Student 
Assignment 

1 & 2 

Course presentation 
and description of 
the syllabus. 
Introduction to 
Sociology of Sport 

Introduction to the concept of soccer and 
description of the factors contributing to its 
importance in society. Brief analysis of 
differences and similarities between football in 
Europe and soccer in U.S.  
 

 

3& 4 

Theoretical 
Approaches to 
Studying Sports 

Main social theories regarding the study of Spots 
and the relation between Sports and Societies. 
Theories such as symbolic interactionism, 
functionalism, conflict theory and critical theory. 
 
 

Reading 
Session 

2 
(From the 
reading) 

 

5&6 

The origins and 
evolution of soccer 

History of soccer in both Spain and Europe. 
Where and when did it start? How was it played 
in the very beginning? Analysis of FIFA’s role in 
arguable the world’s most popular sport. Brief 
overview of the first football clubs.  
 

Reading 
Session 

3 
(From the 
reading) 

7&8 

Football and Society 
in Spain and Europe 

Study of football as a mass event and the 
traditional use of it by the power elite to control, 
manipulate and impose their political ideologies 
over people. This class will pay especial 
attention to the cases of Hitler, Mussolini and 
Franco. 
 

Reading 
Session 

4 
(From the 
reading) 
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9&10 

Field Study RCD 
Espanyol Stadium 
and Museum. 
 

Visit to RCD Espanyol Football stadium and 
Museum 

 

11&12 

Football and 
Radicalism: 
Hooligans 

Study of football as a mass event and the 
expressions of radical behavior among the fans: 
The so called hooligans.  
 

Reading 
Session 

6 
(From the 
reading) 

13&14 

Treatment of soccer 
in Spanish Society 

How does Spanish society view the sport of 
soccer? What impact does the sport have on 
society, and what impact does society have on 
the sport? What role does social media play 
(press, radio, television, etc.) and what is the 
impact of these messages? How has this evolved 
over time, and in what ways is it affecting 
Spanish youth? We will explore all these 
questions and provide possible answers 

Reading 
Session 

7 
(From the 
reading) 

15&16 

F.C. Barcelona: 
History and 
Relevance of a Club   
 

A review and analysis of one of the most 
important European clubs and its relevance in the 
Spanish and Catalan society.  We cover 
questions such as how and why FC Barcelona 
was founded and in what ways did its history 
reflect that of Catalonia. 

Reading 
Session 

8 
(From the 
reading) 

17&18 

“La Masia” The 
Catalan way to Grow 
Players on Home 
Soil  
 

La Masia is a football school located in the FC 
Barcelona installations. This school tries to 
create not just professional football players but 
persons as well, focusing on studies and personal 
values- it’s considered a social institution as 
much as a physical one. Learn how this school 
differs from its American and European 
counterparts. Messi, Hernandez and Iniesta were 
2010 graduates of this successfully youth 
academy! 
 

Reading 
Session 

9 
(From the 
reading) 

19&20 

FC Barca: How it 
Markets for Success    
 

In this session we will take a look at FC Barca in 
particular- analyzing its marketing techniques, 
local and international outreach and why it’s 
such a success. Students will explore the 
attitudes, perceptions, preferences, and 
buyer/seller behavior in a global marketplace as 
well as the importance of “branding.” 
 

Reading 
Session 

10 
(From the 
reading) 

21&22 

Barca vs. Madrid: A 
rivalry beyond the 
sport  
 

FC Barcelona and Real Madrid are, from the 
early years of the Spanish Football Leagues, the 
most important and richest teams. Moreover, 
they are the two most important cities in the 
country and represent two different cultures. We 
will see why Barca is mes que un club and why 
the Barça-Madrid rivalry reaches well beyond 

Reading 
Session 

11 
(From the 
reading) 
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Required Readings: 
“Soccer in Sun and Shadow” - Eduardo Galeano. 
“How Football Explains The World: An Unlikely Theory of Globalization” - Franklin 
Foer. 
“Football Culture: Local Conflicts, Global Visions (Sport in the Global Society)” - 
Gerry Finn. 
“Football: A Sociology of the Global Game” - Richard Giulianotti. 
“Fear and Loathing in La Liga: Barcelona vs Real Madrid” - Sid Lowe. 
“Globalization and Football (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society)” 
- Richard Giulianotti. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/27/sports/soccer/la-masia-a-model-for-cultivating-
soccer-players.html?_r=0 
http://www.nytimes.com/allbusiness/AB4019474_primary.html 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/08/sports/soccer/at-barcelonas-la-masia-a-rare-us-
child-soccer-star.html 
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/vault/article/magazine/MAG1206114/index.htm 
 
Great Resources: 
http://chronicle.com/article/Soccer-Conquers-the-World/65681/ 
http://www.vanityfair.com/online/fairplay 
http://eurofootplayers.org 
 
 
 
 

the sport.  

23&24 

Field Study FC 
Barcelona Stadium 
and FC Barcelona 
Museum. 
 

Visit to FC Barcelona Football stadium and 
Museum 

 

25&26 

Football World Cup: 
History and Social 
Relevance   
 

The Football World Cup is probably the most 
prestigious tournament in the world and an event 
that paralyzes countries for some hours, days and 
weeks. This session will review a short history of 
this tournament and its social relevance 
internationally. Discussions on current World 
Cup news in Brazil and the social and political 
forces that led up to the big event.  
 

Reading 
Session 

13 
(From the 
reading) 

27&28 Students 
Presentations 

Oral presentation of the Project by the students  

29&30 Final Exam   


