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Title:   Barcelona Architecture and Urban Design  
 
Description:   
 
This course takes an analytical look at the present-day cosmopolitan city of 
Barcelona politically, economically and socially and looks back through over 2000 
years of history to see how it has taken shape. This course will reflect on the 
definitive events in the history of Barcelona and how they have shaped today’s 
society. Special attention will be focused on its urban development and its reflection 
in how we interact with the city today. We will determine which historical events 
most impacted the transformation of this Catalan capital city’s physical, 
architectural and cultural heritage, and discuss the importance of its location in the 
Mediterranean.  

presentations and tours of the city.  
 
Evaluation 
 
Attendance to classes and field trips is mandatory; poor attendance will affect the 
final grade of the student as well as the everyday participation grade. 
 
The final grade consists of four different parts: class participation, a midterm 
written exam, a final written exam, and a final project. The breakdown of grades is 
made up as follows: 
 
20%  Class participation (classroom interaction, field studies, journal, and 

attendance)  
25% Midterm written exam 
25%  Final written exam 
30% Final project (15% Written paper, 15% class presentation) 
 
Class participation 
 
Active class participation includes coming to class prepared, having read the 
material for that day, answering questions from the professor, asking questions and 
engaging in group activities. Students are encouraged to express their opinions in 
class with the professor and the other students.  
 
Attendance Policy: 
 
Students are allowed THREE absences throughout the semester without penalty.  
Starting with the fourth absence, the student’s FINAL GRADE will be lowered by a 
fraction of a letter (1/3 of a letter grade).  For example, if a student has 4 absences 
and a final grade of B+, the grade will be lowered to a B, if 5 absences the grade is 
lowered to B-.  

 
Course Language:  Spanish    
 
Total hours:  45 hours  
 
Credits:    3 credits 
 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
The course will use a combination of guided lectures, classroom interaction, 
student 
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There are NO excused absences. If a student misses class because s/he is sick, that 
counts as one of the allowed absences. No excused absences and no excuses. 
 
Final project 
 
The final project consists of both a written report and an oral presentation.  By the 
3rd week of class, students will have chosen a topic linked to the syllabus and must 
get final approval from the professor for the topic of choice.  This early start to the 
final project provides students with ample time to research their topic, meet with 
group members (if applicable), and not leave everything for the last minute.  
 
Students are expected to demonstrate original and critical thinking as well as 
analytical reflection from scholarly research sited properly. 
 
Exams:  
 
Both the midterm and the final exams may contain a mix of multiple choice, short 
answer and essay questions aimed to test the students’ full comprehension of facts 
and the ability to argue his/her opinions based on class material.  
 
 
 
Content: 

 

1. Introduction to city planning and architectonical language 

1.1. Definition of architecture 

1.2. Town planning:  brief history of Urbanism  

1.2.1. Ancient World  

1.2.2. Middle Age 

1.2.3. Early Modern 

1.2.4. Late Modern 

2. Barcelona and its changes through the ages. 
2.1 Foundation. 
2.2. From the Roman Barcino to the Barcelona of the Spanish March. 
2.3. Barcelona with and without the Spanish monarchy. 
2.4. The War of the Spanish Succession. 
 

3. Barcelona 1850: The demolition of the city walls 
3.1. Barcelona and the Renaixença 
3.2. Barcelona and the Catalan Industrialization: Life quality and conflicts 
3.3. Ildefons Cerdà: L’Eixample and other city plan reforms 
3.4. The 1888 International World Fair 
 

4. Modernisme and l’Eixample: main architects and artist 
4.1 Josep Puig i Cadafalch: The house and the city. 
4.2. Lluís Domènech i Muntaner: Architecture and city plan reforms (Via Laietana and 
Montjuic)  
4.3. Antoni Gaudí and Organic Architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright  
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 5. Barcelona and its heritage 

5.1. The Olympic Games 
5.2. New reforms: The Forum 
5.3. Immigration, identity and marketing:  Made in Barcelona 
 
6.0 Student’s Presentations 
 
7.0 Review 
 
Final exam 
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